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15 November 2018
New Mayor Cr Carolyn Stewart led her first Ordinary Meeting of Buloke Shire Council on Wednesday 14 November which was highlighted by the adoption of the Integrated Building Buloke 2030 Community Plan and the resolution to submit funding applications for Town Centre Revitalisation Projects for Birchip and Wycheproof.
Council has adopted the Integrated Building Buloke 2030 Community Plan. The plan, partially funded by the Federal Government, has been under development since late 2017 and was endorsed for public feedback in August. The plan was developed from ten individual community plans devised during the project, these plans were also endorsed at the meeting. Special acknowledgment of more than 850 community members who were involved throughout the journey of the project was also made. 
A funding application of $660,000 for Town Centre Revitalisation Projects for Birchip and Wycheproof will be submitted under the Federal Government’s Building Better Regions Fund. With applications already made under the Federal Government Regional Growth Fund for the Charlton and Donald streetscapes and upgrades for Sea Lake planned for this year, this application would fund vital amenity upgrades in these towns. Council will match the funding with a $330,000 contribution in the 2019/20 capital works budget. 
Ten Buloke residents have been appointed to the Economic Development and Tourism Advisory Committee following an Expression of Interest process. Bryan Pederson, John Colerio, Julie Pringle, Joshua Richmond, Thomas Draffin, Graeme Harris, Bernie Mulquiny, Vin Delahunty, Kay Cossar and Adam Campbell will be joined by Council Delegates on the committee. The committee’s formation was a key initiative of the Economic Development and Tourism Strategy arising from the community’s desire to build capacity in delivering local opportunities for economic development and tourism. 
The Buloke Shire Council Meetings Procedure and Common Seal Local Law 2018 has been placed on public exhibition, with Council inviting submissions. All submissions will be considered at Council’s February 2019 Ordinary Meeting. 
Council has resolved to appoint a reference group to assist in devising its Revenue and Ratings Strategy. The reference will comprise the Mayor and three residents and will assist a Council appointed consultant. 
Margaret Abbey has been appointed as an independent member of the Buloke Shire Council Audit Committee for a period of three years. The Audit Committee is a formally appointed independent advisory committee to Council and senior management with the purpose of assisting Council in the   effective conduct of responsibilities for financial reporting, management of risk and maintaining a reliable system of internal controls.
Council has awarded the next phase of its Flood Restoration Program to Bitu-Mill (Civil) Pty Ltd. Bitu-Mill has undertaken works on other parts of this program which is worth more than $10 million in total. 
The minutes from the meeting are available on Council’s website. 
The final Ordinary Meeting of Council for 2018 will be held on Wednesday 12 December. 
End release 
For further information contact Manager Customer Engagement, Travis Fitzgibbon on 03 5478 0181 or tfitzgibbon@buloke.vic.gov.au
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