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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. COUNCIL WELCOME AND STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

WELCOME 

The Mayor Cr Carolyn Stewart will welcome all in attendance. 

STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The Mayor Cr Carolyn Stewart will acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we 
are meeting and pay our respects to their Elders and to the Elders from other communities who 
maybe here today. 

2. RECEIPT OF APOLOGIES    

3. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Sections 77A, 77B and 78 of the Local Government Act Councillors are 
required to disclose an "interest" in a decision if they would receive, or could be reasonably 
perceived as receiving a direct or indirect financial or non-financial benefit or detriment (other 
than as a voter, resident or ratepayer) from the decision. 

Disclosure must occur immediately before the matter is considered or discussed. 

4. BUSINESS 

4.1 MANAGEMENT REPORTS 3 

4.1.1 ADOPTION OF BUDGET 2019 - 2020 3 

  

 
NEXT MEETING 

THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN WYCHEPROOF SUPPER ROOM, , 367 

BROADWAY, WYCHEPROOF ON WEDNESDAY, 10 JULY 2019 AT 7.00PM.  
 
 
 
Anthony Judd 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
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4. BUSINESS  

4.1 MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

4.1.1 ADOPTION OF BUDGET 2019 - 2020  

Author’s Title: Director Corporate Services 

Department: Corporate Services  File No: FM/05/02 

Attachments: 1 ⇩Buloke Shire Council Budget for 2019/2020 Financial Year  

Relevance to Council Plan 2017  - 2021 

Strategic Objective: Deliver our service in a financially viable way     
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council having considered all submissions received in accordance with Section 223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 (the Act) and having complied with the requirements of the Act: 

1. Adopt the amendments to the draft budget document as detailed in this report in relation 

the following –   

(a) Grants Commission Allocation for the 2019/20 Year; 
(b) Additional Roads to Recovery allocation for the 2019/20 year; 
(c) Successful Fixing Country Roads Project Approvals; 
(d) Successful application for Maternal Child Health staffing trial; and 
(e) Inclusion of the Donald Kinder Decking Renewal Project 
 

2. Adopt the 2019/20 Annual Budget Document as amended. 

3. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to give public notice of this decision to adopt the 

2019/20 Budget, in accordance with Section 130(2) of the Act. 

4. Provide the following details in relation to the 2019/20 Annual Budget  

i. There are no new borrowings proposed for the 2019/20 financial year; 

ii. The total amount of borrowings to be redeemed during the financial year is 

$7,000,000; 

iii. The total amount of borrowings as at 30 June 2020 will be Nil; 

iv. The cost of servicing borrowings during the financial year will be $148,000;  

v. The rate in the dollar for each type of rate to be levied for the period 1 July 2019 

to 30 June 2020 is as follows: 

Type of Rate Cents in $ on CIV 

Rateable residential properties 0.7699 

Rateable commercial and industrial 
properties 

0.7699 

Rateable farming properties 0.6314 

 

vi. Raise a Municipal Charge $170.00 for each rateable assessment in respect of 
which a Municipal Charge may be levied; and 

vii. Levy an annual Service Charge of $413.00 for Kerbside Garbage and Recycling 
Collection for the period 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020 on improved properties 
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5. The general rates and service charges referred to in this resolution shall be levied by the 

service of a notice on each person liable to pay such rate or charge in accordance with 

Section 158 of the Act. 

6. In accordance with Section 167 of the Act, the rates and charges declared by the Council 

for the 2019/20 financial year must be paid as follows: 

a) by four instalments made on or before the following dates: 

    Instalment 1 – 30 September 2019; 
    Instalment 2 – 30 November 2019; 
    Instalment 3 – 28 February 2020; and 
    Instalment 4 – 31 May 2020 
    or; 

b) by nine equal instalments paid by monthly by direct debit between the months of 
September to May. 

or; 
c) by a lump sum payment made on or before 15 February 2020. 

7. That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to levy and recover the general rates and 

annual service charges in accordance with the Act. 

8. Determines that the fees and charges for the 2019/20 financial year as detailed in the 

Council’s Amended 2019/20 Annual Budget be adopted. 

 

1. Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is for Council after having considered the budget submissions, to 
adopt the 2019/20 Annual Budget, including the amendments as detailed in this report and to 
declare the rates and charges for that year.   

Council considered submissions on its draft Budget at its meeting on Wednesday, 12 June 
2019.  Council received two submissions on the proposed Budget document. 

This report recommends that Council adopts the 2019/20 Annual Budget document that is 
attached to this report, as the final Adopted Annual Budget of Council for the 2019/20 financial 
year.  The document incorporates all the budget amendments as detailed in this report.   

2. Discussion 

2.1 General 

Under the provisions of the Act, Council is required to prepare and adopt an annual budget for 
each financial year. The budget is required to include certain information about the rates and 
charges the Council intends to levy, as well as a range of other information required by the 
regulations which support the Act (e.g. the capital works program to be undertaken and the 
human resources required).  

Importantly, the Budget document contains detailed financial performance indicators which 
provide a useful analysis of the Council’s financial position and performance. 

The 2019/20 Budget reflects Council’s commitment to long term financial sustainability and 
continued support for the community with a range of initiatives. 

In this proposed Budget we have allocated funding of $11.7 million for asset renewals, 
upgrades and expansions. Highlights of the capital program include: 

 Roads ($4.6 million) – including Culgoa Ultima Road and Watchem Warracknabeal 
Road rehabilitations and significant increase in resealing program; 

 Footpaths ($70,000); 
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 Buildings ($5.1 million) – including Charlton Park 2020 ($560,000), Donald Community 
Precinct ($950,000), Charlton Early Years ($350,000), Charlton Riverfront ($450,000), 
and Donald Riverfront ($450,000);   

 Tourism ($1.9 million) – continuation of development of infrastructure to support tourism 
at Lake Tyrell; 

 Swimming Pools ($80,000) – including replacement and upgrades to equipment; 

 Information Technology ($400,000) – including replacement of a number of Council's 
outdated and unsupported systems with an integrated enterprise-wide software solution; 
and  

 Plant and Equipment ($670,000) – including replacement of a gravel cartage truck and 
water tanker. 
 

We have also allocated funding to deliver tangible progress on other key priorities and initiatives 
including: 

 $5.0 million to complete December 2018 flood restoration works.  These works are fully 
funded by government grant through the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Authority 

 Implementation of initiatives arising from the Integrated Buloke Community Plan, 
including public toilet upgrades, community art and events; 

 Sustainability community grants program funded through revenue from the Coonooer 
Bridge Wind Farm and Yawong Wind Farm; 

 Participation in the ‘Move It’ program, aimed at encouraging Buloke’s older population to 
be active; 

 Preparation of facilities for the introduction of three year old kindergarten; 

 Implementation of a number of initiatives from the Economic Development Strategy and 
Tourism Strategy, including development of a Branding Strategy; and 

 Implementation of Council’s rating and revenue strategy and aligned rating policy. 
 

2.2 Amendments to Draft Budget Document  

Since the release of the draft budget certain events have occurred that necessitate the 
amendment of the original draft budget document. The budget document has been amended to 
reflect the changes detailed below. 
 

2.2.1 Grants Commission Allocation for the 2019/20 Year.  

The Victorian Grants Commission has advised that Council’s estimated allocation for 
2019/20 will be $6,283,177.   This is $260,000 higher than the amount allowed for in the 
original draft budget document. 

 

2.2.2  Additional Roads to Recovery allocation for the 2019/20 Year 

The Federal Government has advised that Council’s 2019/20 Roads to Recovery allocation 
will be $1.6 million, which is $300,000 higher than the amount included in the draft budget.  
 
The final budget outlines that an additional $150,000 will be spent on the resealing program 
and the other $150,000 will be used to fund the Watchem Warracknabeal Road (further 
details below)  

 
2.2.3 Successful Fixing Country Roads Program 

Council last month received notification from Regional Roads Victoria that its grant 
applications in respect of three road projects has been successful.  
 
Council had anticipated receiving funds for the Safer Cumming Avenue project and the 
Culgoa Ultima Road upgrade project and both were included in the draft budget. Both 
projects were successful.  
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Council also received funding for the Watchem Warracknabeal Road project, which was not 
originally included in the draft budget. Regional Roads Victoria has funded this project for 
$300,000, and $150,000 is required to match the project.  
 
This project is an important opportunity for Council to renew road pavement assets. 
 
Council has had limited funds available in recent years for this type of asset renewal.  
 
Council officers have reviewed the budget document and consider the following funding 
option provides Council with the opportunity to fund this successful grant application. 
 

 Council use part of the additional Roads to Recovery allocation to fund the matching 
$150,000 required for the project. 

  
2.2.4 Funding for Maternal Child Health Hard to Staff Trial 

 
Council has received funding for $115,000 to support Maternal Child Health Nurses across 
three LGA’s in the Mallee region.  
 
Council will use this funding to employee a full time nurse to support the network of nurses 
across Mallee councils. This is a one-year project and is fully funded without a Council 
contribution.  

 
2.2.5 Donald Kinder Decking Renewal Project 

A submission was made during the consultation phase to install a new deck for the Donald 
Kinder.  The condition of the current deck is poor and the installation of a new weatherproof 
deck has been included in the final budget at a cost of $70,000.  
 
This additional $70,000 in the capital expenditure will be covered by the additional Grants 
Commission Allocation. 

3. Financial Implications 

The annual budget adoption process is a formal process required under Section 127 (1) of the 
Act and includes the current and future financial implications of Council’s operations and capital 
expenditure requirements.    
 
The adopted 2019/20 Annual Budget will provide an overarching financial framework for the 
Council to implement for the forthcoming year. 

4. Cost Shift Considerations 

No cost shift considerations are applicable to this report. 

5. Community Consultation 

The Draft Budget 2019/2020 was presented at the Ordinary Council Meeting of Wednesday 8 
May 2019.  
 
The Proposed Budget was then publicly advertised in the three local newspapers seeking 
submissions from interested parties in accordance with Section 223 of the Act. 
 
The draft Budget was available for inspection at the Council office and also on the Council’s 
website www.buloke.vic.gov.au  
 
A Community Forum was held on 16 April 2019 to discuss key assumptions and factors 
considered as part of the Draft Budget preparation process. 
 
Submissions on the budget closed on Friday 7 June 2019 and Council received two budget 
submissions.   
 

http://www.buloke.vic.gov.au/
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A brief description of the subject matter of each submission is listed below. 
 

Sub No. Subject 

1. Victorian Farmer’s Federation Policy Statement – Local Rates 

2. Donald Children’s Centre – Upgrade to Outdoor Decking 

 
Council considered these submissions at its Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday, 12 June 
2019.   
 
No presentations were made in support of the submissions.   

6. Internal Consultation 

The Budget has been prepared by the Finance Manager with extensive input from Councillors, 
the Senior Management Team and Budget Managers. 

7. Legislative / Policy Implications 

Council has a statutory responsibility to prepare and adopt a Budget in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 1989 and Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 
2014. 
 
The Council must adopt its budget and forward a copy to the Minister for Local Government by 
30 June 2019. 

8. Environmental Sustainability 

There are no environmental considerations arising from this report. 

9. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

No officer preparing this report had a conflict of interest. 

10. Conclusion 

Council has complied with all of the relevant requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 
relating to the preparation, presentation and adoption of the 2019/20 Budget. 
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